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* Botswana

The Republic of Botswana is a multiparty democracy. It became independent on 30th
September 1966.

* Population

The total population is estimated at 1.85 million growing at a rate of 3.5% per annum.

* Total Area

581 730 square kilometres. The capital city of Botswana is Gaborone which is located
in the south-eastern part of the country.

* Visas

Visitors from the European Union, most Commonwealth countries and the USA do
not require Visas. Visitors from India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka do require visas. For

further information please contact our nearest embassy.

* Exchange Rate (November 2006)
Euo  0.1248 (BWP 8.01)

GBP  0.0844 (BWP 11.84)

USD  0.1618 BWP6.18)

Rand 1.1742 (BWP 0.85)

Source: Bank of Botswana
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Botswana at a Glance!

How developed is the information technology sector in Botswana?

g What are the business opportunities in the ICT industry in Botswana>

I.An educated and informed Nation
w 2.Capture information
3.Store information
p 4.Analyse information for informed decision making
5.Share/disseminate and secure information

6.Privatization of Botswana Telecommunication Corporation (BTC)
Financing structure as an encouragement for investment in Botswana
What is the cost of skilled labour in Botswana?

O What is Botswana doing to encourage and/or develop the IT industry?



Botswana at a glancel

Location: Botswana 1s centrally located in the heart of Southern Africa. It shares the
boarder with Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa and Namibia. Consequently, Botswana 1s
a land locked country. But that has not crippled trade in this country. Botswana is slightly
bigger than Texas, USA. Its surface area is 581730 square kilometres. It's currency, the
PULA, is one of the strongest in Africa.

Climate: There are four seasons, notably summer, autumn, winter and spring. Botswana
has a semi-arid to arid climate. The average daily maximum temperature is about 33 —
40C in summer, from September to April, and 22-30C in winter that is from May to
August. The average minimum temperature is about 19C in summer and 5C in winter.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

GDP at current prices for 2000/01 is estimated at BWP28 636.04, compared with an
estimate of BWP24 943.10 for 1999/00. The major contributors to GDP as at 2004/05
are: Mining (43.2%), General government (I 5.6%), Banks, Insurance and Business services
(9.2%), Trade, Hotel and Restaurant (9.1%), Construction (4.5%), Agriculture (2.1%),
Manufacturing (3.0%)

Table T — Source: Bank of Botswana Annual Report 2005Sector contributions to GDP (%)

Sector 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 2004/05
Agriculture 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.1
Mining 40.4 40.8 39.6 43.2
Manufacturing 3.7 3.5 3.4 3.0
Construction 5.4 5.0 4.9 4.5
Trade, Hotels & Restaurants 9.9 9.8 10.6 9.1
Banks, Insurance & Business Services 10.4 9.7 9.6 9.2
General Government 15.4 16.1 16.4 15.6

Major Exports: Historically Botswana has relied heavily on imported goods and services,
with the Republic of South Africa as its major supplier. For the past few years the
government has set policies that were geared towards encouraging and nurturing
manufacturing of goods locally. These policies were to expand/complement the traditional
Botswana export base (Agro and mining). The initiative gave birth to the growing textile,
plastic and automobile industries.






